Rheumatoid arthritis in dermatology.
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic progressive disorder characterized by symmetric inflammatory arthritis in association with systemic symptoms. Although considered a "joint disease," RA is associated with involvement in diverse organ systems, including the skin. Common manifestations include Raynaud phenomenon, rheumatoid nodules, and rheumatoid vasculitis. As with other extra-articular manifestations, dermatologic involvement tends to occur in patients with more severe RA. In addition to manifestations related to the disease, there are also sundry dermatologic reactions related to the medications used to treat RA. Understanding the etiology and therapy for cutaneous manifestations of RA will help optimize patient care.